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8th July 2008

NSW Department of Health expert panel’s conclusions
Unomedical is pleased to be advised of the NSW Department of Health expert panel’s conclusion on potential human health impacts from past emissions of ethylene oxide from our facility in Mona Vale.

The NSW Department of Health report concluded that there was very low risk, if any, to the public from past emissions and that it is highly unlikely that the exposure to ethylene oxide emissions from Unomedical’s operations, first in Bassett Street and since in Wilmette Place, resulted in any cases of cancer amongst local residents.

Between August to September 2007 Unomedical installed an Air Purification System which cuts out 99.9% of ethylene oxide emissions from our facility.  This system is world's best practice. 

New legislation was introduced in April 2008 which regulates Unomedical's activities. The introduction of this new legislation highlights the legislative vacuum and regulatory uncertainty which Unomedical was working under. Unomedical embraces the new legislation which means that Unomedical will operate under an environment protection licence, regulated by the Department of Environment and Climate Change.

At all times Unomedical has acted within the law. Unomedical remains committed to getting the balance right in managing its emissions of ethylene oxide and continuing to manufacture life-saving medical equipment for Australian hospitals.
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