[image: image1.png]g;@ PITTWATER COUNCIL






MEDIA RELEASE
UPDATE on Unomedical
A NSW Health expert panel formed last year as part of the investigation into the emission of ethylene oxide from Unomedical’s Mona Vale site has now released its findings.

After fully considering the potential human health impacts from past emissions, the panel has concluded that: “On balance, although there may have been a low level of cancer risk present, it is unlikely that the historical exposure to ethylene oxide from the operations of the Bassett Street and Willmette Place facilities has resulted in as much as one additional case of cancer among local residents.”

As a result, local residents and workers are being advised that there is no need for them to have additional medical check ups or tests as a result of past exposures.
Dr Michael Staff, Public Health Physician with Northern Sydney Central Coast Health, said: “While a health risk from historical exposures cannot be totally excluded, if present it would be so low as not to warrant ongoing medical follow up of local residents and workers.”  
New regulations announced earlier this year now require sterilisers that use more than one tonne of ethylene oxide per annum - such as the one at the Unomedical facility - to be licensed by the Department of Environment and Climate Change.
“This requirement came into effect in April 2008 and makes sure these facilities comply with best practice to protect human health and the natural environment,” a DECC spokesperson said.
On 6 June 2008 Unomedical applied for a licence and the DECC is currently developing appropriate licence conditions to ensure ongoing compliance.
“Since late last year, Pittwater Council has conducted a provisional audit of 242 businesses in the Mona Vale industrial area to ensure other premises are using appropriate environmental controls,” said Mr Mark Ferguson, General Manager of Pittwater Council.  Of this number, 91 businesses occupied space for offices, general storage, display or showroom areas and 33 were vacant. A further 53 businesses had operations or processes that were considered to warrant immediate inspections to ensure environmental protection laws and development consent conditions were observed.
The remaining 65 were assessed as requiring a more detailed inspection to determine the exact nature of their activity and the products used in their business.  The properties in this category included mechanical repairs, printing services, light engineering works and timber furniture makers.  These businesses will be audited over time to ensure their operations meet the appropriate standards.

To date Council has completed 67 audits and the remainder will be completed by September 2008.  
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